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MEMORIAL DAY

To All Legionaries, Sons, and Auxiliary Members
The members of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 16 hold a special place in our hearts for the parents, siblings, spouses, and friends of those who have served this country. I can’t help but think of all the men and women who have gone to fight for this great nation and didn’t return home. 
While we are all guilty of celebrating the unofficial start of summer and encouraging each other to “have a good weekend” or “Happy Memorial Day”, it is important to remember the reason for the holiday: Memorial Day is the day Americans set aside to honor those brave men and women who met tragic ends while defending our freedom. It is our duty to honor their sacrifices, to pray for their families, and to bow our heads in recognition of their service. 

In Honor of all service members and their families please wear a poppy on National Poppy Day May 24, 2026. American Legion Auxiliary Unit 16 will be distributing poppies as a tribute to our fallen warriors. We invite all residents to stop by and see us at Wooster Market in Shelton on Saturday May 16th, from 9am to 3pm and Sunday May 17th at Stone Gardens in Huntington Center, 9am to 3pm. to receive a Poppy in exchange for a donation. You can wear the Poppy in remembrance of those who paid the ultimate price for our freedom. We must never forget. The Poppy, which bloomed on the battlefields of France after World War I, has grown to become an internationally known and recognized symbol of the lives sacrificed in war and the hope that none of these heroes died in vain. One hundred percent of the donations received will go directly to help veterans, the military, and their families. 
The American Legion Auxiliary, founded in 1919, is a community of volunteers serving veterans, military, and their families. ALA members assist veterans in hospitals, advocate for veterans’ issues, support therapeutic creative arts festivals, distribute poppies for remembrance, and much more. In addition to serving the military community, the American Legion Auxiliary hosts ALA Girls Nation and the ALA Girls State programs that teach future leaders about government and civic responsibility. Learn more at www.ALAforVeterans.org and @ALAforVeterans on Instagram and Facebook.
Mariette Aldo
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